
Bothnian Coastal Route

WHERE THE SEA UNITES



Bothnian 
Coastal Route
• The new Nordic bucket list route.

• Bothnian Coastal Route gathers export ready 
tourism partners around and along the coast of 
Bothninan Bay and Kvarken strait.

• Cross boarder circular route via HaparandaTornio 
twincity in the north (coastal Lapland area) or via 
ferry between Umeå – Vaasa in the south.

• Connecting flights to several regoinal airports 
Stockholm Arlanda and Helsinki Vantaa airports.

• Year-round direct flights between Oulu and 
Munich.

Stockholm
Helsinki



What’s our
geography?
• Connecting 13 destinations to an 

attractive coastal travel route.

• The environmentally friendly ferry 
Aurora Botnia across the Kvarken strait 
connects it to a circle route.

• 835 km of coastal attractiveness.

• Good infrastructure with public 
transportation along coastal highway 
E4 and E8 with e-car charging stations.



Two Nordic 
countries together
• Rich in nature and culture with a common history.

• Two countries, two languages, two time zones, 
two currencies, two cultures.

• Sweden sunrise side and Finland sunset side.

• Nordic Kingdom vs Nordic Republic.

• HaparandaTornio twincity cross border culture.

Ferry to Holmön island, UMEÅ
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Sustainable
tourism development

• We aim to inspire companies to initiate and 
continue their sustainability initiatives.

• Västerbotten Experience – Visit Umeå and Visit 
Skellefteå members of GSTC and works with their
own developed process. Suppliers that have gone
through the process gets the Västerbotten 
Experience label. 

• Sustainable Travel Finland programme –
developed by Visit Finland. Helps travel
professionals to make more sustainable choices
and to systematically adapt sustainable practices.



Bothnian Coastal Routes 
USPs & Travel Reasons

Chapel at Makalla island, KALAJOKI



Seamless cross 
border culture

Torneo river national border at Kukkola, HAPARANDA-TORNIO



The Aurora Botnia ferry makes 
it a circular travel route

Daily operating passager line across the Kvarken strait between UMEÅ and VAASA



Unesco world natural heritage 
Kvarken archipelago

Saltkaret view tower, Kvarken arhcipelago VAASA.



Unesco world heritage site 
Gammelstad Churchtown

Gammelstad Churchtown and Nederluleå Church, LULEÅ.



Charming 
old wooden towns
• UMEÅ: Norrbyskär island

• LULEÅ: Gammelstad Churchtown (UNESCO)

• PITEÅ: Öjebyn Churchtown

• SKELLEFTEÅ: Lövånger Churchtown & Bonnstan 

• KALAJOKI: Old Plassi fisherman and tradesmen town

• KOKKOLA: Neristan old town

• PIETARSAARI: Skata old quarters

• OULU REGION: Old Town Raahe

• Several fishing villages on the islands. 

Photo: Lola Akinmade Akerstrom
/ Kvarken DestinationsBonnstan, SKELLEFTEÅ.

Old town Raahe, 
OULU REGION.



Enchanting islands
• UMEÅ: Holmön, Norrbyskär

• SKELLEFTEÅ: Pite Rönnskär

• LULEÅ: Brändöskär, Sandön

• KALIX: Malören

• HAPARANDA: Seskarö  

• OULU REGION: Hailuoto

• KALAJOKI: Maakalla

• KOKKOLA: Tankar

• PIETARSAARI: Mässkär

• VAASA: Replot, Björkö

Björkö, VAASA.

Malören, KALIX.



Coastal landmarks
in Finland

Tankar island, KOKKOLA.Marjaniemi at Hailuoto island, OULU REGION.



Coastal 
landmarks
in Sweden

Bergudden at Holmön island, UMEÅ.Malören island, KALIX.



Easy island hopping
around the route

Klubbviken, Sandön island LULEÅ.



Frozen sea is one of 
the USPs for this area

Big part of the northern Bothnian Bay freezes over, LULEÅ, KALIX, HAPARANDATORNIO, KEMI, OULU and KALAJOKI. Picture from Kalajoki



Break the ice in 
three of our destinations

Ice breaker tours are possible in KEMI, KALIX and PITEÅ.



Popular four-legged fun
winter activities

Husky tours in: PITEÅ, LULEÅ, KALIX, HAPARANDATORNIO, KEMI, OULU and KALAJOKI



Coastal area great for
Northern lights  

Northern Lights can be visable in big part of the coastal area from September to March. Picture from Kalajoki



Photo: Fredrik Broman

Bright summer nights 
great for active holidays

Night kayaking in LULEÅ.



Beach destinations
for active outdoors



Attractive destinations
all year round

Cross country skiing on the beaches, KALAJOKI.



Design 
hotels

Wooden
cabins

Kust Hotel in PITEÅ.

Lövångergården SKELLEFTEÅ.



Modern beach
apartments

Historical
hotels

Old house of Lange, Raahe OULU REGION.

Dyynikylä Apartments, KALAJOKI.



Special accommodation
Ice & Light village, LULEÅ. Kalles Inn, VAASA



Photo: Fredrik Broman

Coastal food culture
local produces & breweries



European Culture Capital
Umeå 2014



European Culture Capital
Oulu 2026



Real guitars… 

Guitars the Museum in UMEÅ. Air Guitar World Championship in OULU.

…and air guitars



Photo: Fredrik Broman

Plan for a tour of the
Bothnian Coastal Route

Brändöskär island, LULEÅ.



Tour suggestions
• Curated ready made suggested tours

with different themes.

• Tours can be customized.

• Sample itenararies day by day programs.

• Product cards with contacts.

NEED SOME INSPIRATION?

Fatbiking on the frozen sea, KALAJOKI.



Our Tour Suggestions
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Tour 
Suggestions
• Mapped service providers.

• Route plan.

• Product cards on each day.

• Save as pdf.



My Tour – 
exactly as you wish
• Save your Favorite product cards.

• Register to be able to make and save your costumized 
tour itinerary programs.

• Make a copy of any of our Tour Suggestions…

• …or create your own tour itinerary from start.

• Save as pdf with contact info.

Photo: Fredrik Larsson

Romantic sunset at the beach, KALAJOKI.



All the 
practical things
• Get here and Get around information.

• Distance table, coastal highway E4 and E8.

• Public transportation, buss, train and ferry.

• Rental cars and infrastructure for electrical car 
chargers Fly & Drive.

• Airports: 
SWEDEN Umeå, Skellefteå, Luleå, 
FINLAND Kemi, Oulu, Kokkola/Pietarsaari and Vaasa.

Photo: Lola Akinmade Akerstrom
/ Kvarken Destinations

Iceroads for cars between islands, LULEÅ.



Get jump started 
for planning
your first tour
Contact us through the contact form on 
our website and we will get you started.

Sea kayak paddling in the archipelago, LULEÅ.



www.bothniancoastalroute.com

OUR MARKETING WEB SITE & TOUR PLANNING TOOL:

Pite-Rönnskär island, SKELLEFTEÅ.



Financiers: Interreg Aurora, Regional Council of Lapland, Region Västerbotten, the Kvarken Council EGTC, Umeå Municipality, Vaasa Region Development 
Company VASEK, City of Kalajoki, Luleå Business Region and Luleå municipality, City of Oulu/BusinessOulu, Visit Skellefteå AB, City of Vaasa, Kokkola Tourism 
Ltd, Haparanda municipality for Haparanda/Tornio, Bothnian Arc ry, City of Pietarsaari, Piteå municipality, Kemi Tourism Ltd, NLC Ferry Ab Oy

PROJECT WEB SITE:

Bothnian Coastal Route
WHERE THE SEA UNITES
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